
Mitchell County Historic Courthouse Committee
Survey

A. Returned from Committee and Government Officials  18 of 25
B. Returned from County Commissioner’s Meeting on 5 February 2007:  20
C. Returned from Mitchel l  County Web Site
D.  Returned from News Paper

1. To what extent do YOU feel that the Historic Courthouse is important to all of the people of 
Mitchell County? (please circle your answer)

a. Very A: 14 B:19 C: D: 
b. b. Somewhat A: 1 B:0 C: D:
c. c. Not Very A: 1 B:1 C: D:
d. d. Not at all A: 0 B: C: D:

2. If you answered a or b:
a. Why is it important?

� Social, Historical, Legal, and Cultural Landmark for County and Town XXX
� Monument to History of the County XXXXXXXXX
� The people’s tax money has maintained it to date, that should not be wasted. XX
� Historic and geographic center of the County XX
� Important for tourism that all our towns be attractive. If the Courthouse is not 

attractive, neither will be the Town and we will all lose money. XXXX
� Put life into downtown BakersvilleXX
� It belongs to the people
� Most important building in the countyXX
� Visual and historic centerpiece
� To benefit the community at large

b. In what ways is it important?
x Important site for cultural programs.
x Public educational programs and events XXX
x Space for nonprofits and civic groups
x To preserve our heritage and history XXX



x Important for our children/young people XXXXX
x As a building, symbol, economic factor, Mitchell County destination
x To give the people of the county a sense of pride
x Has historic significance, “world’s narrowest staircase”
x Represents the County
x To provide information, gateway to the Roan, local information

3. Do you believe that the County should consider selling the building?
a. Yes: A: 4 B:1 C: D: (one: “only as a final resort;” explore all options and 

make every effort to keep it in public hands, but keep in mind that to save it, we might have 
to sell it; “I am not in favor of selling the building unless it is determined there is no 
realistic way to locally finance the restoration costs.”)

b. b. No: A: 15 (under no circumstances) B: 19  (under no circumstances) C: D:

4. If Yes, who would be the most likely candidate(s) and under what conditions?
x Entrepreneurs through Preserve North Carolina with County mandated conditions. XX
x Only fiscal solution “unless an agreement as was suggested for the joint use of the structure by 

existing governmental entities can be effected.”
x A nonprofit educational collaborative
x Sell to highest bidder so no cost to taxpayers
x No— but if we had to some sort of nonprofit group whose purpose is not profit or self-serving
x Anyone
x Non-profit organization, locally grounded, should require participation by individuals or 

organizations with experience in updating/renovations of historic public spaces 

5. If No, what suggestions do you have for financing:
a. The continued restoration

x Continued Community Contributions/Fundraisers (car wash, bake sale) XXXXX
x Grants and foundations XXXXXXX
x Continued County Contributions XXX

o Special tax to support it (voted on by the people)
x Continued Contributions from the Town of Bakersville

o Special tax to support it (voted on by the people)
x Some revenue from rental of upstairs XX
x Revenue from rental from downstairs X
x  Rental Space for Artists or others X
x Income from preformances
x Get NC Legislators involved, perhaps onetime funding from the State. 
x County budget
x .05 tax on hotel rooms and other tourist activities
x Rural Community Grants, The Conservation Fund, Historic Preservation



x Limited county general funds, public nonprofit foundation for courthouse, grants by 
owning/sponsoring organization

b. The ongoing upkeep and daily maintenance
x Same as other County buildings
x Part-time manager may be needed
x Taxpayers— its our building
x Community efforts
x Rent from small shop owners
x
x .025 tax 
x Taxes

6. If it were within your power, with money as no object, what do you think would be the best use for 
the Courthouse?

1. “Go back to the Plan recommended by the first committee.” XX
2. Cultural Center and Visitors’ Center XXXXX
3. Bakersville Branch for Chamber of Commerce
4. A Mayland Campus
5. Community Center for Mitchell County open for residents and tourists and 

for educational and cultural events.
6. meetings, museum, tours XXXXX
7. Gallery in courtroom and studio space below rented to productive artists
8. Classes/continuing education XX
9. Historical landmark for school groups and tourists to learn about our history
10. Public use
11. Performing Arts Center X
12. Arts Center
13. A parking lot
14. Multi-use: public meeting, arts studios, small business, “mini-mall”
15. Wireless cafe

x Downstairs: 
1. Retail
2. Offices XXXX
3. Museum XXXXXXX
4. Historical Society Office
5. Town Hall
6. erchants Association Office
7. Local Artist Gallery (one indicates concern for competition with private 

galleries)



8. Park Service?
9. Mayland Community College
10. Exhibit Space in Halls
11. Restaurant
12. Banquet Hall
13. Something for the Children
14. Studios XXX 
15. ClassesXX

x Upstairs: 
1. Community Meeting Hall X
2. Cultural Exhibit Hall
3. Venue for Plays (summer theatre), etc. XXX
4. Political Meetings (Town Hall Meetings) XX
5. Town and County “Open” Meetings XX
6. Office for Building Manager, ticket sales, etc.
7. Plays (esp historic XX), traveling shows XX
8. Musicians X

7. What are any other ideas or suggestions that you feel that the Committee needs to consider during 
it deliberations? 

x It will contribute to current festivals in Bakersville
x Concerns that any private investor will have that as a bottom line
x Selling to any notforprofit a concern, but could be valuable for grants (Suggested 

Historical Society take it on or the Chamber of Commerce— with reservations of the 
latter.)

x Need to preserve historic county records (a room for that?)
x Concern that any improvements will make it more attractive to possible buyers from 

the private sector. No assurance that future County Commissioners will not vote to sell 
it. We need a binding agreement that it cannot be sold.

x Concern for parking
x Can the County Annex building be considered as well. Use wasted or unused space 

more effectively.
x Get folks to contribute to have their name put on rooms or on the walls
x College use
x Get it ready to celebrate the 150 year of county in 2011
x Deal with the people and not the Board of Commissioners 
x Could be a tourist attraction
x Mayland Community College use



Thank you for your time!

© Mitchell County IT Departme

nt


